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January 13, 1905 46 

violence, 1; diarrhea and dysentery, 5; intestinal obstruction, 1; intes- 
tinal parasites, 2; leprosy, 1; malarial fevers, 8; meningitis, 1; nephri- 
tis, 1; organic diseases of heart, 4; plague, 2; pneumonia, 1; puerperal 
fever, 2; pulmonary tuberculosis, 8; other tuberculosis, 1; senile 
debility, 3; septicaemia, 1; smallpox, 1; stillborn, 4; syphilis, 1; tetanus 
neonatorum, 3; other causes, 6. 

During the same period there were reported 13 cases of smallpox 
and 1 death. 

Report from Rio ole Janeiro — Inspection of vessels — Sanitary informa- 
tion from the Argentine Republic — Mortuary statistics — Plague, 
smallpox, and yellow fever. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Stewart reports December 15, as follows: 
During the week ended the 10th instant the following vessels leaving 
here for United States ports were inspected, and received bills of health 
from this office. On the 5th instant the British steamship Basuta, for 
Baltimore, with a cargo of manganese ore, no passengers, and with no 
change in the personnel of the crew while in this port; on the same 
date the British steamship Birmingham, for New Orleans, via Barba- 
dos, with a cargo of coffee, no passengers, and with no change in the 
crew personnel while in port. This vessel sailed from here to New 
Orleans, via Santos, which is an exception to the general route taken 
by vessels leaving here for United States ports. On the 7th instant 
the British steamship Camoens, for New York, with a cargo of coffee, 
no passengers, and no change in the crew personnel while here. No 
other vessels left for the United States during the period under con- 
sideration. 

Sanitary information from the Argentine Republic. 

A dispatch of date of the 11th instant, from Buenos Ayres, says that 

up to that date there had been 20 deaths caused by bubonic plague in 

the districts of Cachaqui and Salta, Argentina. A dispatch of date of 

, the 12th instant says that the sanitary condition of Santiago de Chile is 

at this time much improved. 

Dispatches of date of the 11th and 12th instants show much excite- 
ment over the reported cure of 2 cases of pulmonarjr tuberculosis by 
the use of Behring's diphtheria antitoxin. Following is a translation 
of the dispatch of the 11th instant: 

There is published here to-day a statement of the marvelous cure of a case of phthisis 
pulmonalis, which was in the last stages of the disease. The cure was obtained by 
means of an injection of 1,000 units of Behring's serum, used in this case as a means 
of protection against diphtheria, to which the consumptive patient had been exposed. 
The results were truly wonderful. In a very short period the patient gained in weight 
from 46 to 75 kilograms. Bacteriological examination of the sputum from the case 
showed the disappearance of the Koch bacilli, and apparently complete cicatrization 
of the affected lung areas has taken place. 

The physicians of this city show themselves very much interested in this case and 
the results, and are endeavoring to verify the qualities attributed to diphtheria anti- 
toxin as a cure for consumption. 

The report of the 12th instant is as follows: 

The daily papers report a second cure of a case of phthisis pulmonalis by the use 
of diphtheria antitoxin. The case was that of a young girl 22 years old, who was 
restored to apparently good health by two single injections of the Behring's serum, 
which is, as everyone knows, a remedy used against diphtheria. 



